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Releasing information to the public

• Current data access arrangements

• Growing demand for reusable ‘high-value’ data

• Victorian Public Service and Government support more open access

• Case study

• Initiatives to increase access



Current access to data and information

• Freedom of Information Act 1982

– Discretion exercised for onerous requests

• Direct requests to business areas

– No consistent process for data release 

e.g. metadata, data supply agreements etc.

• Aggregated / analysed data made available via website



Growing expectation for release of geospatial data

“…but it seems there are no plans 
to release timetable data publicly”

“…public transport timetable data should be made 
freely available for other software developers to use”



Plans for more open access to government data 

• Inquiry into Improving Access to Victorian Public Sector Information and Data

• Public Sector Information Release Framework (PSIRF)

– Information management and release of data

• Government 2.0 Action Plan

– App my State



Principle 1

PSI will be 

released

• Creative 

commons 

• Tailored licence 

• Least restrictive 

rights applied

• Default open

access 

• Exceptions  -

privacy, 

security and 

ownership

• Suggestions 

and feedback 

Principle 2

PSI will be 

released under

an appropriate 

licence

Principle 3

PSI will be 

free

Principle 4

PSI will be 

discoverable

Principle 5

PSI will be 

usable

Principle 6

PSI will have 

an assigned 

custodian

Principle 7

The PSIRF will

have assigned 

accountabilities

• No or minimal 

cost (unless 

meets criteria)

•Released via 

web

• Metadata

• Information 

asset register

• Formats that 

encourage 

reuse

• Designated 

custodian in 

register

• Collection, 

storage, 

maintenance 

and release 

of data 

• Agency heads 

responsible for 

compliance 

and reporting

Guidelines, checklist and tools

Supporting technology e.g. data.vic.gov.au
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Framework administration, advice and support

Release 

standards

Licensing

standards

Pricing

standards

Discoverability

standards

Usability

standards

Custodianship

standards

Accountability

standards

Draft PSIRF Structure



Victorian Framework Components:

• Governance, custodianship

• Framework and Business Information, Data Quality

• Metadata, Awareness, Access, 

Pricing and Licensing, Privacy

• Technology and applications

Enabling Victorian Spatial Information Strategy



A case for Open Data in Transit
Source: http://vimeo.com/13764646



Increasing access to DOT information and data

• Release of data sets frequently requested under Freedom of Information

– Train Loads data

• Information Security Program

– Identifies data suitable for release 

• Data quality improvement projects underway 

– Authoritative source of data

– Designating custodianship roles and responsibilities

• System upgrade project

– Provide this data in an open format 

– Proposed to host real-time data



Open data requires paradigm shift

A lot easier 
to do and 
a lot less 

expensive

Gives consumers 
more choice

Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-UAujyy45k


